Why And How We Can Help The Homeless
Have you ever been downtown and see someone sleeping on the street or begging for money?
Well, these people are what make up a group we call the homeless. They are the unfortunate
individuals who have lost everything, a bed, food, money, or shelter. It can be any one of these
that we take for granted every day. Our government has seemed to neglect the homeless and
we need to make some improvements to our country to help improve our society. Little
improvements can go a long way, but a few of our big issues is unemployment. housing, and
health insurance.
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I believe that we as a country can improve homelessness by giving jobs to the homeless. The
government should require fortune 500 companies to give out a certain number of jobs to the
homeless. These entry-level jobs could allow for people to make money, gain experience, and
allow them to work up the ranks to maybe a management position. However, they should have
to prove that they are homeless to the government first. Maybe an agency that verifies anyone
who is homeless and makes a list or registry. Then give the list to the company's so they can
know who is truly homeless. Next, we need to tackle the issue of housing.
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Our housing systems for the homeless in America are not working. Our government needs to
find a system where the homeless can live without a time limit so they can find a way to get
back on their feet. What about more housing units for the homeless, not temporary but no time
limit for people who are trying to get back to a stable life. They should have to prove that they
are trying to get a job or that they are saving for a house/apartment. The money for this program
could be taken from donations partly. The other part could be from taxes. The government could
tax the wealthy more and people who are on the lower side for income should be taxed less so
they don’t end up like the homeless. Then for the homeless who are in these programs should
not be taxed at all until they have stable finances. Now the issue of things like healthcare, legal
assistance, and education arises.
Targeted assistance could drastically improve homelessness. These are things like financial
assistance, housing location, legal assistance, and in my opinion the most important health
insurance. Health insurance is a big part of our financial society. Health insurance is what helps
cover your medical expenses when you receive treatment at places like a hospital or a doctor's
office. If you are living out on the streets for a long period you could develop any number of
health issues. One big problem would be malnutrition since most people who are homeless
would not have money to spend on food. Even if they don’t have any health problems it would
be beneficial to go see a doctor make sure, which is where health insurance plays a major role.
When people enter these shelters they should be given free health insurance to start with. As
they become more financially independent the government could require that they start to pay a
portion of the normal bill. Then they can become financially stable enough to pay their whole bill
or get a plan through a private insurance company.
If we improve unemployment. housing, and health insurance, I believe that our levels of
homelessness would drastically decline. Our society looks down upon people who are
homeless, but it could happen to the best of us. We need to quit looking at the homeless as lazy
and dirty. We need to make a change in our country to support each other and it begins with
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you.
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